THE MODERN NOVEL

recently been married, had lived together very
happily, until his employer had come under
the influence of his manager, a man named
lago.

That is well enough: " the vitality of Shakes-
peare's imagination " makes a world of difference;
but it is also not without importance that Shakes-
peare was a master of dramatic craft and had the
tongue and ear of a poet. John Constable headed
a Naturalist reaction, but his last words on the
subject were, " After all, there is such a thing as
the Art/' and that truth seems, in much con-
temporary criticism, to be submerged.

The defect is most noticeable in criticism of
poetry. An unfortunate writes a volume of
lyrics, and is grimly asked what contribution he
has made to thought, and how he dares publish
things which betray no awareness of the existence
either of Einstein or of Freud, and what is the use
of sonnets which contribute nothing to theological
reconstruction, and how he dare betray a liking
for the institution of the family. But the same
over-emphasis is noticeable in criticism generally;
and often those very persons who scorn the Vic-
torians for their didacticism and sentimentality
have another didacticism and another senti-
mentality. Preaching the Ten Commandments
may be a purely incidental function of the
novelists, but so is arguing that all the nots should
be left out of the Commandments. " Self-
sacrifice," says Miss Drew, cheerfully, "is now
quite out of fashion with heroines " : this is true
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